1829       LETTER TO LORD ELGIN        an

throwing together in haste the observations which fol-
low.

Like all heaven4>orn geniuses, he is ignorant of the
rules which have been adopted by artists before him, and
has never seen the chefs-d'oeuvre of classical time. Such
men, having done so much without education, are some-
times apt either to despise it, or to feel so much mortifi-
cation at seeing how far short their efforts fall of excel-
lence, that they resign their art in despair. I do think
and hope, however, that the sanguine and the modest are
so well mixed in this man's temper, that he will study
the best models with the hope of improvement, and will
be bold, as Spenser says, without being too bold. But
opportunity of such study is wanting, and that can only
be had in London. To London, therefore, he should be
sent if possible. In addition to the above, I must re-
mark, that Mr. G. is not master of the art of tempering
his clay, and other mechanical matters relating to his
profession. These he should apply to without delay, and
it would probably be best, having little time to lose,
that he should for a while lay the chisel aside, and em-
ploy himself in making models almost exclusively. The
transference of the figure from the clay to the marble is,
I am informed by Chantrey, a mere mechanical art, ex-
cepting that some finishing touches are required. Now
it follows that Greenshields may model, I dare say, six
figures while he could only cut one in stone, and in the
former practice must make a proportional progress in the
principles of his art. The knowledge of his art is only
to be gained in the studio of some sculptor of eminence.

The task which Mr. G. is full of at present seems to
be chosen on a false principle, chiefly adopted from a
want of acquaintance with the genuine and proper object
of art. The public of Edinburgh have been deservedly
amused and delighted with two figures in the character
of Tarn O'Shanter and his drunken companion Souter
Johnny. The figures were much and justly applauded,a day or two at his Lordship's seat in Fife; but
